


Caring for Your Animals

Introduction

This section explores what Jewish tradition has to say about how we can most
compassionately care for our animals. Even though this isn’t a comprehensive list of rules,
stories, or opinions, see what you can gather from the messages they send about human-
animal relationships. How might we apply these lessons today? Regardless of the focus
of your service project, an activity from this section would be a good one to include at
some point.
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Vocabulary

HEBREW TRANSLITERATED HEBREW ENGLISH

npn: behemah domesticated

animal

LAYARY tzamei thirsty

compassion,
mercy

0™ T'! 1 rachamim

T ro’eh shepherd

al
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Activity 1:

Creating Your Own Talmud

The Talmud (a recording of the Oral Law created by the ancient rabbis, based on the
Torah) is structured such that the middle of each page has a small section of an earlier
text, the Mishnah, in the middle with commentary about that text, written by different

rabbis, all around it. In this activity, you’re going to create your own page of Talmud.

On the next page, you’ll find a worksheet with a text in the middle of
it which focuses on how we should care for animals. Read through
the text a few times. Following the worksheet, write an opinion of
that main text above the text in the box labeled “Opinion 1.” You can
imagine viewing the text from different perspectives, like from that
of the human caregiver, or the non-human animal. What would an
opposing opinion say? Include an additional opinion to the left of the
main text in the box labeled “Opinion 2,” and then write a conclusion
that reflects your agreement with one opinion or another in the box
labeled “Conclusion.” Finally, write out an example of how you might
apply your understanding of this text today in the box labeled “Modern
Application.”

Some gquestions you might want to address in your opinion
sections are:

e Whose needs are seen as being more important in the text—the human or animal?
Do you agree or disagree with their prioritization?

 What questions does this text raise for you?

What piece of this text requires explanation, in your opinion? How would you explain
it?

e  What is missing from this perspective on how to care for animals?
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Rab Judah said in the
name of Rab: A person
should not eat or drink
before first providing for
his animals since it says,
“"And | will give grass in thy
fields for thy cattle, and
then, thou shalt eat and be
satisfied.” (Deuteronomy
11:15)

—Babylonian Talmud,
Tractate Berachot 40a

Modern Application:
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Activity 2:

Animal Care Guides

Jewish texts provide us with a variety of suggestions of how we should best nurture the

animals in our care.

Using the texts below, create a set of A) written instructions and/or
B) visual instructions for an ancient farmer on how they should care
for their animals using the worksheets on the next pages.

The seventh day is a Shabbat for -x5 ﬂ’[)‘?tﬁ ’Tﬂ? naw Yy awa oin
YHVH (Hashem) your god: You shall TR IO ”?NE”?'L)Q YN
not do any work—you, your son WK N TNRX) 772V
or daughter, your male or female LI

slave, your animal (behemah), or the
foreigner within your domain.

—Exodus 20:70

Rav Yehudah said in the name of Rav.: A DjNL) MDX 27 X 7T 27 KT

person should not eat or drink before first Xy BJND e omp BJN’W
providing for his animals since it says, 702 VY YNNON (v X 0137)
“And | will give grass in your fields for your v 33‘?31‘51

animal (behemah), and then you shall eat
and be satiated” (Deuteronomy 11:15).

—Babylonian Talmud,
Tractate Berachot 40a
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The holy Arizal (Rabbi Yitschak Luria
of blessed memory) once mentioned
to one of his students that he had a
“mark” on his face as a result of the

sin of causing pain to animals. Upon
investigating, this Torah scholar found
out that instead of feeding their chickens
in the morning, his wife would let them
forage for their own food. When he
corrected this, the Arizal remarked that
the mark on his forehead was gone.

—Rabbi Elazar ben Moshe Azikri,
Sefer Chareidim 14:1

Rabbi Levi said. The whole twelve months
that Noach was in the ark, neither he

nor his family tasted sleep because

they were responsible for feeding the
domesticated, wild, and winged animals.
Rebbi Eliezer said: He brought branches
for the elephants... Now some ate in the
second hour of the night and some in the
third hour of the day, hence you know
that Noach did not taste a bit of sleep.
Rebbi Yochanan said... One time, when
Noach was late in feeding the lion, the
lion bit him, and he went away limping.

—Midrash Tanchuma Noach 9
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When Moshe our teacher was tending
the flocks of Yitro in the wilderness, a
lamb scampered off, and Moshe ran
after it, until it approached a shelter
under a rock. As the lamb reached the
shelter, it came upon a pool of water and
stopped to drink. When Moshe caught
up with it, he said, “I did not know that
you ran away because you were thirsty.
Now you must be tired.” So, he hoisted
the lamb on his shoulder and started
walking back with it. The blessed Holy
One then said, “Because you showed
such compassion in tending the flock of
a mortal, as you live, you shall become
shepherd of Israel, the flock that is mine.”

—Midrash Rabbah Exodus 2:2

A person may not buy a domesticated
animal, a wild animal, or a chicken
before buying food for them to eat.

—Jerusalem Talmud, Tractate Ketubot 4:8
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The Ancient Farmer’s
Guide to Animal Care

To care for your animals in a way that shows compassion for them and follows Jewish
tradition, you should...

1.

2,

7. Create Your Own:
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The Ancient Farmer’s
Guide to Animal Care

To care for your animals in a way that shows compassion for them and follows Jewish

tradition, you should...

Create Your Own:




Conclusion

The animals in our care look to us for sustenance and
compassion. Increasingly, animals have come into our care
for reasons beyond helping us work the land. How might
these texts and guidelines for care apply to animals

in your life, whether at home, in the natural spaces
around you, at school, or elsewhere? How do

you think they should apply to animals being

taken care of and used by businesses?

Jewish tradition can provide us with

important insights into how we can

best provide for the physical,

mental, and emotional

needs of animals.

Torah: Caring for Your Animals



